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Headlines 
 
How quickly the year is passing, the lighter evenings are drawing out and the examination season is looming!  Years 10-13 are 

facing a very important time as they sit module and final exams. I hope they make good use of the final weeks of lessons before the 

beginning of study leave in May, and carry out effective revision; good luck to you all. 

 

A lot  happened in the Spring term, particularly in the performing arts.  In February the Dance Show ï the first of its kind for St 

Markôs ï was extremely successful and displayed the high level of ability  of our students. Well done to Miss Baldwin and Miss 

Maffey for all their hard work and commitment and to the many talented students who performed in the show.   In March the 

annual musical production of ñThe Boyfriendò played to very appreciative audiences and once again proved  how talented St 

Markôs students are; in addition, Year 12 students performed two highly amusing  comedies by John Godber , and Year 13 a 

poignant drama by feminist writer Pam Gems,  for their examination  assessment,  both to great acclaim. 

 

The PE Department has also enjoyed a successful term, constantly achieving winning scores across a variety of sports and many 

congratulations particularly go to  the Year 8 Netball Team who have  won the West Essex  U14 Netball Championships. The 

school is also very proud of the achievement of past student Joanne Harten who recently played for the national netball team 

against Jamaica winning Player of the Match.   

 

In conclusion some staff news: at the end of last term we said goodbye to Miss Dehaney and wish her all the best for the future. We 

welcome two new members of staff this month: Mrs Shafi (ICT) and Mrs Hutchin (Learning Support Assistant and Learning 

Mentor), we hope they will enjoy working at St Markôs. 

 

David Brunwin 

Headteacher 

 

National No-Smoking Day 
 

Everyday is a no - smoking day at St Markõs 
but the school also marked National No -
Smoking Day on 11 March with the School 
Council presenting excellent informative and 
entertaining assemblies to promote the 
dangers of smoking and the advantages of 
being a non - smoker.  In addition they liaised 
with the local NHS Smokefree Team working 
with  them during  lunchtime to spread the 
message and target smokers through testing 
oxygen levels, giving information on smoking 
cessation courses and the financial 
advantages of being a non - smoker.  
Interestingly enough, a number of students 
expressed concern about their parents being 
smokers and the r isks they took in doing so; 
some students are particularly worried about 
the impact on their parentsõ health and took 
information from the School Council and Smokefree stands to give to parents.   
 
There is a lot of support for those who wish to òquitó and perhaps in this case children should be seen and 
heard by parents;  the local helpline is (01279) 827866 .  

 



Help for Parents 

 
vǳƛǘŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǎŜŜƪ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀǘ {ǘ aŀǊƪΩǎ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 
experiencing with their children at home; parents also seek help and support from other mums and dads 

who may  have similar concerns and find this a great help.  Now parents 
can also access help from an organisation called Parentline Plus.  Its vision 
and values are as follows: 
 
ά²hat is Parentline Plus for?    ²ŜΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 

included.   

²ŜΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ Helping parents is the best way to help children.    ²ŜΩǊŜ 
here to help all parents ς mums, dads, grandparents, step-parents, other 
friends and relatives.  

 ²ŜΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
rewarding and the hardest thing any of us ever do.  !ƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ 
really tough ς ƛŦ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎǇƭƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇΣ ƻǊ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀ new family, or our child 
ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ōǳƭƭƛŜŘΦΧΦŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƻƴŜƭȅΣ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƧǳŘƎŜŘΦ     

We are all parents, and many of us are volunteers.  Our services are confidential and free.  We listen, we 
help you work out what could work for you anŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƧǳŘƎŜΦ  We know that parents 
love their children and want the best for them.    You can turn to us every day of the year, 24 hours a day.  
About anything that is troubling you. ά 

 Phone Parentline free, 24 hours a day on 0808 800 2222  

 Join our online community  

 Email us at parentsupport@parentlineplus.org.uk  

 Textphone for people who deaf, hard of hearing or have a speech impairment 0800 783 6783 
available Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm 

 

And thereôs moreéHow can parents protect their children online? 
 

{ǘ aŀǊƪΩǎ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎΤ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
Internet Safety evening on 1 April  with P C Rob Hance were given a lot  of 
useful information. Whether on a computer at school, a laptop at home, a 
games console or mobile phone, children and young people are increasingly 
accessing the internet whenever they can and wherever they are. 
 

As you would protect your child in the real world, you will want to make sure 
that they are safe whatever they are doing. Like learning to cross the road, 
online safety skills are skills for life. If your child understands the risks and can 
make sensible and informed choices online, they can get the most from the 
internet and stay safe whilst doing so ς particularly from those people who 
ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǊƳ ǘƘŜƳΦ  {ǘ aŀǊƪΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ 
being safe online but not all parents are as aware. 

So, what can parents do?   
 

The answer is simple. If you understand the internet and understand what the risks are, there are a 
number of things you can do that will make your child safer online.   If you were unable to attend the 
Internet Safety evening, there is a website parents can access for help and advice: www.ceop.gov.uk  Click 
on the Parent/Carer  section for tips and advice. 

 

 

http://www.parentlineplus.org.uk/index.php?id=530
mailto:parentsupport@parentlineplus.org.uk
http://www.ceop.gov.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Markôs students through to West Essex Finals again! 

 
Since 1995 St Markõs has participated in the Young Enterprise scheme which 

encourages young people to form a company, sell shares,  take on the role of directors, 

produce, market and sell a product all the while developing excellent business related 

skills which will stand the m in good stead for the future.  At the end of each year of the 

scheme the companies compete against each other and are judged by industrialists; St 

Markõs has won West Essex Company of the Year 12 times.   

 

At the end of last term four St Markõs companies qualified for the West Essex Final 

which will take place 28 April at GSK in Harlow; the companies are:  Just Perfect and 

Eco Stuff ( 6 th  Form) and Junk Boutique and Pure Productions (Year 10).  Good luck to 

all the company members in carrying on the excel lent tradition of St Markõs in this event.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Free Sports  & Youth Activities                            

Bored?  Looking for something to do in the evenings when you have finished your homework?  If you 

are between 12-18 years old why donôt you go along to the community scheme KICKZ programme set up by 

Tottenham Hotspur Foundation and Harlow Town FC which offers 

football, competitions and alternative sports activities.  Ideas for activities 

welcome.   

Wednesday & Friday:  6.30 ï 8.30pm table tennis, boxing, art, indoor 

football at Blue Rooms Brays House Tracyes Road Harlow CM18 6EH 

Thursday : 6.30-8.30pm  football at  The Pavilion Nicholls Field Harlow 

CM18 6EB 

For further details call 0779 4921 3204  or email billy.highton@harlowtownfc.com 

 

Year 11 students: unsure what to do in the future?   

Essex County Council is working with Connexions to set up the U Project; its key aims 
are to provide support and help to young people to make positive decisions about the 

future.  It will run during the summer and aims to increase confidence, develop leadership 
skills, work towards accreditation  including City and Guild Profile of Achievement, and 

to help young people to learn and develop a range of new skills through a variety of 
exciting activities in a summer programme of adventurous, fun, motivational and 

challenging activities.   Ring (01279) 0800 587 6013 for details 

 

100 Club Winners 

 £25 £15 £10 

January Clare Cracknell Gail Gleeson Denise Woolcomb 

February Bernadette Collins Jim OôSullivan Michael Jenkins 

March Mrs B Melaugh Maria OôSullivan Mrs A Campion 

 

St Markôs Answerphone 

Parents sometimes say they experience difficulty getting through to the school 

by telephone.  Please rest assured that in the event of the telephone not being 

answered you should leave a message on the answerphone. It is checked 

regularly and information passed on to appropriate staff.  Sometimes the office 

staff might be  dealing with medical needs, taking messages to classrooms, 

dealing with visitors  etc so are not always able to answer the  telephone 

straight away. 

Diabetes Support Group 
 

The Herts and Essex Childrenôs Diabetes Support Group was set up in October 2008 and 
currently over 30 families are members.  They are hoping to reach out to other families who have 
a child with diabetes or a child who has recently been diagnosed.   The group meets up regularly 
for both fun and informative events; recent ones include ten pin bowling, Christmas party, carb 
counting take-away evening, sports activity afternoon.  They are a friendly bunch of people who 
know what it is like having to cope with injections and pumps and who are willing to share advice 
and experiences.   For more information contact Becca Gumble on (01279) 329421  or 
rebeccagumble@googlemail.com 

 

mailto:rebeccagumble@googlemail.com


ñThe Boyfriendò 
 

The French Riviera came to Tripton Road at the end of the  Spring Term when a delighted audience  enjoyed 

the annual musical production featuring ñThe Boyfriendò by Sandy Wilson.  The show was very well 

attended over the three night run.   

Set in the 1920ôs Polly Browne ,  played with sweetness 

and innocence by Shannon Eley, is attending Madame 

Dubonnetôs school for young ladies in Nice..  She falls in 

love with humble bell boy Tony, from an upmarket hotel, 

who turns out to be the heir to a substantial fortune.  The 

role was 

most ably 

played by 

Zak 

Grace,. 

 

 

Cara Oldroyd Jones, as Maisie Merryweather, was naughty 

but nice as she rebuffed her would-be paramour Bobby Van 

Heusen, played with great charm by Tommie Jordan.  

Kwabena Adjei-Nkansah brought the house down as Lord 

Brockhurst and Theo Ancient, as Pollyôs father Percival Browne,  gave a highly competent performance as 

he rekindled his love affair with Madame Dubonnet  played by Zara Ammantoola - whose rendition of 

Poor Little Pierette was most endearing.   

 

Roseanna Connelly, as Hortense the maid, gave a cheeky 

Gallic performance, whilst the Chorus  and dancers brought 

the era to life with well known numbers such as Sur La Plage, 

The Riviera, Nicer in Nice,  which were very well received by 

the audience and very well accompanied by  live music 

provided by the fantastic school musicians supported by Mr 

Jones, Mr McCarthy and Mrs Kinsella.  

 

Lively 

dance 

routines, 

including 

tango and charleston, were choreographed by Miss 

Baldwin and the production was greatly enhanced by 

the wonderful set designed and painted by Mrs Pymm. 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to Mrs Chisnall for a fabulous 

production and to all the back stage staff who 

worked so hard behind the scenes to make it 

happen! 

 

 


